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For some of us, Christmas ended at 11:59 p.m. on December 25th. For others, Christmas ends with New Year’s 

celebrations, or at least when they have to go back to work. But for the church, Christmas lasts until January 6th, when 

we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany, which commemorates the visit of wise men from the East to Jesus and his 

family. It is only then that the church concludes the Christmas season.  

But in an important sense, Christmas doesn’t even really come to a close on January 6th. The 20th-century African 

American minister, activist, and theologian Howard Thurman wrote a poem entitled “The Work of Christmas,” which 

explains what I have in mind: 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and the princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among brothers, 

To make music in the heart. 

     (From The Mood of Christmas & Other Celebrations [1985]) 

 

If Christmas, the Feast of the Incarnation, is the celebration of God coming to us as one of us, then the work of 

Christmas is always there for us to do: to participate with Jesus in doing the work of God’s kingdom, the work of 

justice, mercy, and love. Let’s keep Christmas going all year long. 

http://www.cochranchapel.org/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

  

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

 After earning his Doctor of Ministry,  

our pastor Jeff Hall  

is now officially  

the Reverend Dr. Jeff Hall 

 

 

Christmas Gifts from the Angel Tree  

for our smallest neighbors at  

Sudie Williams Elementary School. 

 

 

The Christmas Cantata  

led by Cory Roberson 

 was magnificent! 



  

 

SUMMARY OF  

DECEMBER COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Board of Trustees – Committee did not meet 

Finance Committee – Committee did not meet. 

Mission Team -- chair Peggy Vickrey reported The 

Alternative Gift Market was a huge success. Thanks to 

everyone who helped prepare pies, Cheryl Clark for her 

homemade jams and to those who generously 

purchased items. Just over $5,100 was made. All funds 

will go to support CCUMC’s Mission projects including 

Cochran Kitchen, Sudie Williams Elementary School, 

Project Transformation and North Dallas Shared 

Ministries. 

 Other topics discussed were the needs of our 

community – near and far -- and how CCUMC can best 

help. Input will soon be requested from the 

congregation as to what Mission Projects it wants to 

create and/or support -- a short Mission questionnaire 

will soon be available. 

 

 

 

 

Cochran Kitchen Update 

In November, Cochran Kitchen: 

• Served 55 guests 140 plates of food  

• Distributed 41 Bags of Grace (non-

perishable food items) to guests 

• Provided showers for 5 guests  

• Gave 23 guests bus passes 

• Offered dozens of bags of hygiene 

products and items of clothing.  

Guest Eddie provided music to everyone’s 

delight, three students from Sudie Williams 

served meals with CCUMC volunteers, and one 

former Cochran Kitchen guest donated several 

bags of clothing. 

 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

Our Next Cochran Kitchen is January 31 

3:00 to 4:00 PM – “dress” tables, place 

condiments 

4:00 to 5:00 PM – set up stations (shower, 

clothing, drinks, greeting); wash fruit,                

wrap flatware with napkins 

5:00 to 5:30 PM – Greet, talk with and listen to 

guests 

5:30 to 7:00 PM (or until food runs out) – serve 

meals, listen to/talk with guests 

6:30 PM until Meaders has been cleaned up 

 

North Dallas Shared Ministries 

January Need:  Ramen Noodles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please leave your donations of Ramen Noodles  

under the North Dallas Shared Ministries sign in 

our atrium or if you prefer not to shop, checks can 

be made out to CCUMC, noted for NDSM or 

donations can be made online.  

 Thank you for helping those less fortunate. 

 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cochran House 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE – JANUARY 

Chancel Choir rehearsals –  meets every Wednesday, 7:00 PM in Choir Room. January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31. 

 

Knitwits –  meets Tuesdays, 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM; Brown Bag lunch 12:00 noon – ALL are welcome 

(members and non-members, knitters and non-knitters, men and women), Please join us in Fellowship 

Hall: January 9, 16, 23, 30. 

 

2nd Sunday Potluck Lunch – offered second Sunday of the month, meets in Fellowship Hall right after 

Worship Service, January 14. 

 

Finance Committee – meets the third Tuesday of the month, 6:00 PM. January 16. 

 

Board of Trustees – meets the third Tuesday of the month, 6:45 PM. January 16. 

 

Deadline for The Cochran Chronicle: Our Life Together – January 24 is the last day information can 

be submitted to be included in our February newsletter. Either email office@cochranchapel.org with 

your information or leave a hardcopy of your text in the church office with contact information should 

there be questions. Thank you. 

 

Reading Group – meets fourth Thursday of the month, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. On 

January 25, Howard Cox will review and lead the discussion of Alexander Hamilton by Ron Chernow. 

Light refreshments will be served. All are welcome. 

 

Cochran Kitchen – meets on the last Wednesday of the month in Meaders Hall. Doors open 4:00 PM. 

Volunteers always welcome (see Volunteer Opportunities). January 31. 

   

January Birthdays 

2   – Benjamin Sutcliffe  17 - Jennifer Storey 

7   – Kay Mahoney   24 – Scott Foster 

11 – Marilou Near   27 – Linda Koenig 

14 – Chris Tuveng   29 – Eddie Victorino        

16 – Dennis Storey 

 

A Warm Welcome to               

Cochran Chapel’s                      

Newest Members 

Nancy and Charles Geter 



 

 

Special Thanks go to: 

Choir Director Cory Roberson, Kay Mahoney, narrators Mac Smith and Peggy Vickrey, musicians and 

especially to the Lancaster High School Chanson Varsity Choir, and our own CCUMC Chancel Choir for 

performing One Silent Night. All contributed to an amazing morning of worship. 

Scott and Suzette Foster for keeping the coffee and goodies coming during our Alternative Gift Market. 

Peggy and Joe Vickrey for bringing doughnuts Sunday mornings. Every Sunday doughnuts and coffee are 

available in the Atrium before and after Sunday School classes.  

Chris Tuveng for bringing doughnuts on those Sundays Peggy and Joe Vickrey are unable to attend CCUMC.  

The Christmas Elves, who decorated CCUMC for our Christmas celebrations. 

Santa Helper Jeri Cerwinske who saved the day when at the last minute it was discovered one little boy 

lacked gifts. Jeri shopped, wrapped and quickly had packages to CCUMC so that all sixteen Sudie Williams 

children on our Angel Tree could enjoy a special Christmas. 

  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

 

Nursery: 9:00 AM; RM 100 for children 3 years 

of age and younger. 

Children’s Sunday School: 9:00 AM: Class 

meets on 1st floor of Education Building for 

children ages 4 years of age and older. 

Open Door: 9:00 AM in RM 201: Led by Neil 

Bickley. All adults are welcome. 

Seekers: 9:00 AM in RM 203: Led by Pastor Jeff. 

Class is studying Mark’s Gospel. All adults are 

welcome.     

 

   

 

LAST MINUTE NEED! 

COATS, SWEATERS AND BLANKETS 

The weather is turning cold, which, for many of 

our Cochran Kitchen guests, means 

uncomfortable conditions, even dangerous 

conditions. 

Please bring gently used sweaters, coats and/or 

blankets either to Cochran Kitchen on January 

31st or to CCUMC and leave the items in the 

atrium under our Mission signs. Other 

arrangements can be made by calling the church 

office:214-352-4889. 

Warm hats and mittens are also welcome. Thank 

you! 


